[Tricuspid valve replacement using right heart bypass in patient with liver cirrhosis].
A successful case with liver cirrhosis underwent re-tricuspid valve replacement (TVR) using right heart bypass is reported herein. A 59-year-old lady previously undergone tricuspid valve replacement with bioprosthetic valve had suffered from exertional fatigue as the feature of congestive heart failure. She also presented severe liver dysfunction owing to chronic hepatitis and cardiac liver cirrhosis. She was diagnosed with structural deterioration of bioprosthesis in tricuspid position. She underwent re-TVR with right heart bypass consisted of centrifugal pump, heparin coating circuit and blood reservoir. This system lacked of membranous oxygenator in order not to activate various kinds of chemical mediator which leads to postoperative liver dysfunction. Postoperative course was uneventful and she is doing well 1 year after the operation. Although the mortality of the TVR in the patient with cirrhosis remains still high, this new technique seems to provide better outcome in this kind of patients.